[T] At that moment he grew angry [at the blood], saying to it, 
“What to you want? Should we destroy your entire nation on 
your account?” 


[U] Forthwith the Holy One. blessed be he, was filled with mercy, 
and he said, “How if this one. who is a mere mortal and cruel, 
is filled with mercy for my children, concerning whom is 
written, ‘For the Lord your God is a merciful God; he will not 
fail you or destroy you or forget the covenant with your fathers 
[which he swore to them]’ (Deut. 1:31) 


[V] “How much the more so [should I have mercy on them]!” 


[W] Forthwith he gave a sign to the blood, and it was swallowed 
up where it was. 


[VII:6 A] Said R. Yohanan, “Eighty thousand apprentice priests fled to the 
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stoves of the Temple, and they were burned up. 


“And of them all there survived only Joshua b. Yehosedeq, the high 
priest. 


‘ This is in line with that which is said. ‘[And the Lord said to Satan, 
“The Lord rebuke you, O Satan! The Lord who has chosen Jerusalem 
rebuke you! ‘ Is not this a brand plucked from the fire?” (Zech. 3:2 ). 


Said R. Yohanan, “Eighty thousand apprentice priests fled to the army 
of Nebuchadnezzar and they [went] to the Ishmaelites. 


“They said to them. Give us something to drink, because we are 
thirsty.’ 


“They brought them salty things and skins that were blown up with air. 
“They said to them, ‘Eat and drink.’ 


“When one of them opened a skin and put it to his mouth, the air that 
was in it burst forth and choked him. 


[I] “That is in line with what is written, ‘The oracle concerning Arabia. 
In the thickets in Arabia you will lodge, O caravans of Dedanites. 
To the thirsty bring water, meet the fugitive with bread, O 
inhabitants of the land of Tema’” (Is. 21:13-14). 


[J] “The oracle concerning Arabia- ‘A great burden is on Arabia.’ 


[K] “In the thickets of Lebanon”— those who were located in the 
“forest of Lebanon” [the Temple] now are in ‘the thickets of 
Arabia.” 


